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Describing one’s appearance and character

Adjectives
Answer keys:

Exercise 1 Write the comparative (older/more modern)

1. Old – older

2. Strong – stronger
3. Happy – happier
4. Careful –  more careful
5. Important  –  more important
6. Bad  –  worse
7. Difficult  –  more difficult
8. Large  –  larger
9. Far – further
10. Serious – more serious
11. Crowded – more crowded
12. Pretty – prettier
Exercise 2 Write the opposite:

1. Young –  older

2. Colder – warmer
3. Cheaper – more expensive
4. Better  – worse
5. Nearer  – further
6. Easier  – more difficult
Exercise 3 Complete the sentence Use a comparative

1. Sue’s car isn’t very big. She wants a bigger car

2. This house isn’t very modern. I prefer more modern houses. 

3. You’re not very tall. Your brother is taller.
4. Bill doesn’t work very hard. I work harder.
5. My chair isn’t very comfortable. Yours is more comfortable.
6. Jill’s idea wasn’t very good. My idea was better.
7. These flowers aren’t very nice. The blue ones are nicer.
8. My case isn’t very heavy. Your case is heavier.
9. I’m not very interested in art. I’m more interested in history.

10. It isn’t very warm today. It was warmer yesterday.

11. These tomatoes don’t taste very good. The other ones tasted better.
12. Britain isn’t very big. France is bigger.
13. London isn’t very beautiful. Paris is more beautiful.

14. This knife isn’t very sharp. Have you got a sharper one?

15. People today aren’t very polite. In the past they were more polite.
Exercise 4 

Write sentences about Liz and Ben Use than

	LIZ
	BEN

	1) I am 26
	I am 24

	2) I am not a very good swimmer
	I am a very good swimmer

	3) I am one metre 68 tall
	I am 1 metre 66 tall

	4) I start work at 8 o’clock
	I start work at 8.30

	5) I do not work very hard
	I work very hard

	6) I haven’t got much money
	I have got a lot of money

	7) I am a very good driver
	I am not a very good driver

	8) I am not very friendly
	I am very friendly

	9) I am not a very good dancer
	I am a good dancer

	10) I am very intelligent
	I am not very intelligent

	11) I speak French very well
	I do not speak French very  well

	12) I do not go to the cinema very much
	I go to the cinema a lot


1. Liz is older than Ben
2. Ben is a better swimmer than Liz.

3. Liz is taller than Ben
4. Liz starts work earlier than Ben

5. Ben works harder than Liz.

6. Ben has got more money than Liz.
7. Liz is a better driver than Ben.
8. Ben is friendlier than Liz.
9. Ben is a better dancer than Liz.
10.  Liz is more intelligent than Ben.
11. Liz speaks French better than Ben.
12. Ben goes to the cinema more than Liz.
Exercise 5 Complete the sentences. Use than

1. He isn’t very tall. You are taller than him (or, than he is)

2. She isn’t very old. You are older than she is.
3. I don’t work very hard. You work harder than him.
4. He doesn’t smoke very much. You smoke more than he does.
5. I am not a very good cook. You are a better cook than me. 
6. We don’t know many people. You know more people than we do.
7. They haven’t got much money. You have got more money than them.
8. I can’t run very fast. You can run faster than me. 
9. She hasn’t been here very long. You have been longer here than me.
10. I didn’t get up very early. You got up earlier than me.
11. He isn’t very interesting. You are more interesting than him.
Exercise 6 Complete the sentences with a bit or much + a comparative (older/better)

1. Jim is 25. Gary is 24 1/2  Jill is a bit older than Gary.
2. Jack’s mother is 54. His father is 68. Jack’s mother is younger than his father.
3. My camera cost 100 dollars. Yours cost 96 dollars. My camera costs more than yours.
4. Yesterday I felt terrible. Today I feel ok. I feel better today than yesterday.
5. Today the temperature is 12 degrees. Yesterday it was ten degrees. It is warmer today than yesterday.

6. Ann is a fantastic tennis player. I am not very good. Ann is a better tennis player than me.
Exercise 7 Write sentences with as......as
1. Athens is older than Rome. Rome isn’t as old as Athens.

2. My room is bigger than yours. Your room is not as big as mine.
3. You get up earlier than me. I didn’t get up as early as you.
4. We played better than them. They didn’t play as good as them.
5. I have been here longer than you. You haven’t been here as long as me.
Exercise 8 Put in as or than 

1. Athens is older than Rome.

2. I don’t watch TV as much as you.

3. You eat more than me.

4. I feel better than I felt yesterday. 

5. Jim isn’t as clever as he thinks.

6. Belgium is smaller than Switzerland.

7. Brazil isn’t as big as Canada.

8. I can’t wait longer than an hour

Exercise 9 Complete the sentences. Use a superlative (the oldest, etc.)
1. This building is very old. It’s the oldest building in the town.

2. It was a very happy day. It was the happiest in my life. 

3. It is a very good film. It’s the best film I’ve ever seen. 

4. She is a very popular singer. She’s the most popular singer in our country.

5. It was a very bad mistake. It was the worst mistake I have ever made. 

6. It’s a very pretty village. It’s the prettiest village I have ever seen.

7. It was a very cold day. It was the coldest day of the year.

8. He’s a very interesting person. He’s the most interesting person I have ever met.

Reference:  Murphy, R. (1990). Essential Grammar in Use, A Self -  Study reference and practice book for elementary students of English. R: Zvaigzne.

Exercise 10 Complete these sentences. Choose expressions from the boxes below or use other expressions..
For me, it is important for a friend to be ......., ............, ............., ................


For me, it’s important for a friend to be interested in ......., ........, ........., ........
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Exercise 11 (p. 41)
Read several personal advertisements from newspapers in Australia, England, America and Japan. Read the ads. Are any of them unusual? Tell your partner.

1. Young American man, 22, lively, artistic, seeks Japanese girl for friendship. Send photo or description to Box 88.

2. Very long-haired guy, 37, very thin, friendly, confident, smoker. Interested in parties, rock music. Has a home with two cats, looking for interesting woman. Box No96/83

3. Family seeks young, confident girl to help with two lively children, Jeremy, 5, and Emma, 2 ½. Non-smoker, interested in travel and an outdoor life. 

4. Man, 64, and woman, 43, plan October trip to Borneo, Brunei, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and Hong Kong. Are there friendly people in those places to meet for coffee and good conversation? L. Duffy, 133 South Road, Newton, USA.

Are these sentences true or false?  Write T or F.
T.......There are two men under forty.

F.......A family has two cats.

F.......A man and a woman plan to go to Asia at the beginning of the year. 

F.......  A Japanese girl seeks friendship.

F........The man with long hair is a non-smoker.

F........Two people ask for photos.

Answer one of the ads for a friend or for yourself. 

Fill in the missing information. 

Dear Peter, 

In reply to your ad in the....., here is some information about me. I am 40 years old, with long hair and blue eyes. I am a non - smoker. I am interested in playing tennis.
Please write soon.

Yours sincerely, 

Anna
Reference: True to Life. English for Adult  Learners. Class book. Elementary. UK: Cambridge University Press. 

Exercise 16 

1. The museum is a tall/small/modern/heavy building. 

2. You can stay in a luxurious/polluted/cheap/expensive hotel. 

3. The nightlife is crowded/interesting/dull/boring.
4. You can have dinner in a very romantic/clean/famous/delicious restaurant.

5. The streets are dangerous/safe/crowded/friendly.

Exercise 17 

1. A: Is New York a quiet city?

B: No, it is very noisy city.

2. A: Do you live in a big house?

B: No, I live in a small house.

3. A: Is it safe to walk alone at night? 

B: No, it is quite clean

4. A: Are the beaches in your country dirty?

B: No, they are very clean

5. A: Has Venice got many modern buildings?

B: No, there are lots of historical buildings.

6. A: Is the nightlife in Vienna boring?

B: No, it is very lively.

7. A: Are the shops in Milan cheap?

B: No, they are quite expensive.

Progress test
1. Fill in the missing words.

1. Daniel is from Lisbon, Portugal.

2. They are friends.

3. He is a waiter.

4. This is Steve Richard. He is a teacher.

5. How old are you?

6. What is your name?

7. ‘Is she from Italy?’ ‘No, she isn’t’

8. What sort of hair has she got?

9. What colour are your eyes?

10. Are you from Australia?

11. I am twelve years old.

12. Big Ben is in London.
13. Has Pierre got green eyes?

14. ‘Do you sing?’ ‘Yes, quite well.’

15.  A friend in need is a friend indeed.

16. He can run very fast.

17. He hasn’t got curly hair; he’s got straight hair.

18. Hope to hear from you soon. 

19. ‘Where are you from?’ ‘I am from Egypt.’ 

20. I am playing computer games.

Reference: Evans, V. & Doodley, J. (2011). (7th ed). Workbook. Enterprise. Beginners. EU: Express Publishing.

Lively artistic, practical, kind, confident, a non-smoker





Travel, an outdoor life, parties, music, cats, conversation, reading, TV
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