Fill in the 10 gaps in the text with the correct word from the box below. They are alphabetically ordered.

 There are 5 words you don’t need to use (1 x 10= 10p). 0 is an example. Write the words in the box provided at the bottom of the page.

	Absolutely, allowed, arguing, banned, comfortable, expected, greet, hardly, jogging, laughing, (placed), shocked, speed, staying, traffic jam, very.


A “gringo” in Madrid
I arrived in Madrid and of course I was prepared to be ripped off by the taxi driver.  Would this taxi driver with pictures of the Virgin Mary and Jesus (0) placed around his vehicle actually rip me off? Yep, I should have known it, the meter showed 16 Euros and he demanded 25 Euros. Instead of sitting there (1) _____ with him, I just gave him his lousy 25 Euros. I tried to bond with the taxi driver and told him I was Catholic too, but to no avail did it help my pocketbook. I was amazed   at the fast moving traffic in Madrid. Cars moving at a stunning (2) ______ and not colliding. Later when I finally did reside at my hotel, I learned there was a multiple car crash with 2 people dead at the scene. If you are a smoker of cigarettes, you will love Madrid; you can smoke at many places at the airport, in every restaurant, hotel and pub. At the pubs you can order your drink and they serve small sandwich hors d'oeuvres with your drink at no cost. Dogs are even (3) _______ inside restaurants and pubs! It seemed like everybody in Madrid smoked cigarettes, they are not at all as health conscious as Americans. In fact I saw very few people (4) _______   . Ahhh...my hotel, I found myself (5) _______ at the Hotusa Andromeda. The bed was as hard as a rock and the room looked like a prison cell at Alcatraz, but this was my home for the next 9 days. The price was very reasonable, but of course I missed one night at the hotel and they charged me for that night anyway, in which I will dispute that payment in my next VISA payment. 

 In most countries that I have been to, English is the 2nd language. Not in Spain, if you don't speak Spanish you're a washout in their eyes and they don't truly care for Americans. This country is the 2nd country I felt unwelcome in. The first one being France and now Spain. Every other county I have visited from Russia to Thailand to Brazil, I always felt like a king and it seemed the people of these said countries would roll out the red carpet for me. I may have said that (6) _________ anyone speaks English, but there were some people that I met that did.

When Spanish people (7) _______ each other, it's by kissing each other on both cheeks. The Spanish may not embrace Americans, but their culture, heritage and history was (8) _____ amazing!

Europeans are very fashion conscious, men dress in elegant suits, women sport in fancy skirts, blouses and designer panty hose that display many articulate patterns. They dress well for work and for play. I give them that.

Here is something I was (9)_______ about, from Midnight to 5am they have on about 6 late night TV stations that graphically show intimate encounters, in Russia and Germany the TV is pretty liberal with an R rating, this was X rated here in Spain. I hope their kids don't stay up late watching TV.

I got ripped off by the second taxi driver going to the Madrid International Airport, this is to be (10) _____, this one got me for 30 Euros.

Ahhh...home at last, sleeping in my soft comfortable bed. Even though I dealt with some negativity from the people of Spain, would I do this all over again? Maybe…

1. _______________________   

2. _________________________

3. _________________________

4. _________________________

5. _________________________


 6. _________________________

 7. _________________________

 8. _________________________

 9. ___________________________
10._________________________
