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National stereotypes
Task 1 What is a stereotype? Write down your own definition. Choose the characteristics that you think describe the nationalities listed below. Discuss the given options with your partner. Illustrate your choice. 
Chinese
American

German 

French

	punctual
tolerant
romantic

respectful

diligent

conscientious

extrovert

sociable
	Assertive
nationalistic 

talkative
formal
sophisticated 

humorous
conceited 

astute
	ignorant
legendary bureaucrats

war mongers
modest
hospitable

lazy
well-dressed

parsimonious


Task 2 Discuss the questions with your group. 

1. Do stereotypes influence your travelling preferences and to what extend?

2. What are the roots of stereotyping? 

3. What is the difference between stereotypes and prejudices? 
4. How can you characterize people living in Latvia?

Task 3

Write down the typical characteristics of a set of nationalities, individually and spontaneously. This task is very subjective and is a matter of personal opinion. Finish the sentences.

The French are proud ...
The Irish are talkative ...

The Italians are loud ...

The Spanish are passionate ...

The Dutch ...

The Germans ...

The Swiss ...

The Swedish ...

The Americans ...

The Japanese ...

The Indians are ...

The Swiss ...

Task 4

Discuss your choices and compare how many people have got similar descriptions. You can discuss your choices.
The Internet TESL Journal, Vol. IV, No. 9, September 1998 - 
http://iteslj.org/http://iteslj.org/Lessons/Counihan-Stereotypes.html 















[image: image1.png]