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Intercultural Issues

Participant’s handout 9
Role play: “The Intimate and the Strange”

Duration: About 30 minutes
Objective: The objective of the play is to practice empathy, to verify one’s own prejudice and patterns of reaction when dealing with strangers

Method: Role play
Materials: Diﬀerent role cards

How to play it: 
Participants are all on one side of the room. Each participant gets a role card and does not show what role they have to perform. Allow some minutes to get prepared for the role. Roles and questions can be added or altered. The trainer asks questions. Now the participants have to think if they answer these questions with „Yes“or „No“. If they decide for “Yes” they move one step forward, if the answer is „No“they stay where they are. Once again it is important for the participants to answer according to their own judgement.

After the last question participants stay where they are and inform the others what role they were performing. They also inform the others how they felt during the play and what feelings they experienced.
A 14-year old student, pregnant 

A 17-year old student, drug addict and HIV positive  
A 15-year old African asylum seeker

A 16-year old Turkish student with a strong religious background 
A 15-year old Russian school leaver without any prospective for a job

A 15-year old Gypsy student with the best school assessment 
A 14-year old Latvian student with poor clothes and poor school assessment

A 13-year old student with poor school assessment, dependent on social security 

A 14-year old student with the best school assessment, dependent on social security

A 16-year old, corpulent Italian student with very good school assessment
A 15-year old Polish student, excessively overweight
An 18-year old Lithuanian student, head of a gang

A 17-year old student with a previous conviction due to physical injury
A 16-year old student, being a Punk

A 14-year old student, dependent on a wheel chair

Questions:

Can you expect recognition and companionship from your friends?
Do you have a good position within your group?

Can you spend a holiday in your country of origin?
Can you feel safe in the street after dark?

Can you expect friendly service when you go shopping?
Can you plan up to 20 years in advance?

Can you vote at the next community election? 
Can you expect sympathy and support from your family?

Can you become a member of the local tennis club?
Can you live up to your religion?

Can you expect a conﬂict free break in the school yard?
Can you go for a walk in the street without being stared at?

Can you get a good rest at home?
Can you get a permit / license (for anything) at the local authority?
