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Migration 

The United Nations defines migrant as an individual who has resided in a foreign country for more than one year irrespective of the causes, voluntary or involuntary, and the means, regular or irregular. Different types of migration include:

· Seasonal human migration mainly related to agriculture and tourism

· Rural to urban, more common in developing countries as industrialization takes effect (urbanization)

· Urban to rural, more common in developed countries due to a higher cost of urban living (suburbanization)

· International migration
Globalization
Globalization is the process of integration of cultures. It comes about from the interaction of people from different cultures and societies. It is driven by the process of international trade and investment.

Current trends of population migration in Latvia in 2010 

Central Statistical Bureau (CSB) has compiled data on population long-term migration in Latvia in 2010. CSB acquired statistical data by processing the information of the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs (OCMA) register on persons, who have declared their place of residence, and persons, who had left the country. In accordance with the UNO Recommendations and European Parliament and Council Regulation on Community statistics on migration, in statistics long-term international migrants are persons arriving in a country or administrative territory with a purpose to stay for a permanent residence or to stay for at least one year, as well as persons who are leaving it to go to other permanent residence.

The compiled data show that in previous year due to the long-term migration the population in Latvia reduced by 7912 persons, and that is more than in 2009, when the population of Latvia because of this factor decreased by 4700 persons.

In 2010 2790 persons from 68 countries arrived for the residence in Latvia (3.8% more compared to 2009), but 10.7 thousand persons departed for permanent residence in 86 countries (44.9% more than in 2009).  49% of migrants came from the countries of the European Union (in 2009 – 55%), but 66%, in turn, immigrated to these countries (in 2009 - 56%).

	Population international long-term migration in 2000 - 2010 (persons)
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Countries chosen most by the Latvian emigrants still were United Kingdom (2.9% thousand), Russia (1.6 thousand) and Ireland (1.1 thousand). Emigration to United Kingdom grew 2.2 times, to Denmark - 2.1 times, to USA - 2 times, to Ireland - 1.9 times, to France - 1.6 times.

Out of the international migrants of 2010 68% of the emigrants and 24% of the immigrants had Latvian citizenship. Immigrants were mainly men – 52.8%, but majority of the emigrants (54.2%) were women.

When analyzing the data of 2010 on marital status of the international migrants, it can be seen that the highest share among both immigrants and emigrants is comprised by single persons, respectively 53.0% and 53.6%. The share of married persons among immigrants was 33.0%, but among emigrants - 33.1%.

Age specific rates of immigrants and emigrants in 2010
	Age group
	Immigration
	In per cent
	Emigration
	In per cent

	Before working age (0-14 years)
	711
	25.5
	1573
	14.7

	At working age (15-61 year)
	1710
	61.3
	8477
	79.2

	Above working age (62+)
	369
	13.2
	652
	6.1


Immigration in Latvia

	Number of foreigners residing in Latvia by type of residence permit and country of origin by 1 January 

Country 
2007
2008
Temporary
Permanent
Total 
          Temporary
Permanent
Total
Total
9655
30820
40475
        12815
33055
45870
Russia

2799

24035

26834

3182

25802

28984

Lithuania

1022

1816

2838

1273

1966

3239

Ukraine

962

1575

2537

1334

1659

2933

Belarus

654

1151

1805

750

1185

1935

Estonia

307

477

784

381

511

892

Germany

497

133

630

675

148

823

USA

318

202

520 

345

222

567

Moldova

142

103

245

423

111

534

Poland

162

110

272

266

114

380

Israel 

210

106

316

246

118

364




