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Intercultural Issues

Participant’s handout 16
 Criteria for building and evaluating a multicultural curriculum

· Read the following criteria for building a multicultural curriculum. 

· Which points do you consider  to be the most challenging for  curriculum design?

I am acknowledging and addressing a diversity of learning styles while challenging dynamics of power and privilege in the classroom.

I use various instructional techniques. 

· cooperative learning 

· dialogue 

· individual work 

· student teaching

I pay attention to the dynamics of power in the classroom in order not to perpetuate privilege and oppression. 

· on whom do you call more or less frequently? 

· who do you encourage to work through a problem and to whom do you provide the answer?

· I ask students what they already know about the topic. 

· I  ask students what they want to learn about a topic. 

· I pay close attention how students participate in learning.

Content
I pay attention to acknowledging the contributions and perspectives of all groups of learners.

· I present under-represented groups as "the other”? 

· I address these groups only through special units and lesson plans 

· I "celebrate" difference and explore its implications as part of the overall curriculum

· I focus on the history of discrimination in curriculum and ensure that I am not replicating it. 

Teaching and Learning Materials
· I use diverse teaching and learning materials

· I examine all materials for bias and oppressive content. (Does my reading or literature materials have stereotypical images? 

Perspective
· I present the content from a variety of perspectives 
· I present the content through a variety of lenses, not just those of a few heroic characters. 
Critical Inclusivity
· I facilitate experiences in which students learn from each other's experiences and perspectives 

· by making the content and delivery relevant for the students

· by facilitating experiences from their everyday lives. 

· by recognizing my students as resources.

Social and Civic Responsibility
· I incorporate discussions about difference and inequality into my subject 

· I connect teaching and learning to local community issues and larger global issues. 

Assessment
· I asses curriculum for completeness, accuracy, and bias.

· I critique each other's curricular units, lesson plans, and entire frameworks. 
Adapeted from G. Shin and P. Gorski (Eds.), Multicultural resource series: Professional development for educators. Washington, D.C.: National Education Association. 

Also in http://www.edchange.org/multicultural/curriculum/characteristics.html
