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Participant’s handout 13
The notion of a multicultural education
How would you formulate what multicultural education is?  - work in groups 

Multicultural education is a progressive approach for transforming education that holistically critiques and responds to discriminatory policies and practices in education. It is grounded in ideals of social justice, education equity, critical pedagogy, and a dedication to providing educational experiences in which all students reach their full potentials as learners and as socially aware and active beings, locally, nationally, and globally. http://www.edchange.org/
Multicultural education is a philosophical concept built on the ideals of freedom, justice, equality, equity, and human dignity as acknowledged in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by the United Nations.
Multicultural education is a process of comprehensive school reform and basic education for all students. It challenges and rejects racism and other forms of discrimination in schools and society and accepts and affirms the pluralism (ethnic, racial, linguistic, religious, economic, and gender, among others) that students, their communities, and teachers represent. 

Multicultural Education is an idea or concept, an educational reform movement, and a process. It is an ongoing process whose goals, which include educational equality and improving academic achievement, will never be realized because they are ideals toward which human beings work but never attain. 

Nieto, S. (1996). Affirming diversity: The socio-political context of multicultural education (2nd ed.). New York: Longman.

