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Intercultural Issues

Participant’s handout 11
Discuss the intercultural issues depicted in Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu's 2006 film Babel  

1. The title of the film is taken from the Bible. The biblical story of Babel takes up some verses from Genesis, and illustrates the terrible consequences of human ambition. As punishment for trying to build a tower that would reach the heavens, the human race was scattered over the face of the earth in a state of confusion — divided, dislocated and unable to communicate. How would you relate the Biblical meaning of the story to the contemporary situation in the film? 

2. Cultural differences.

3.  Language barriers.
4. Different standards of living.

5. Miscommunication.

6. Relationship between husband and wife, children and parents.

7.  Lack of understanding and empathy.

8. Loneliness.

9. Despair.

10. Emotional distance.

11. Prejudice against foreigners.

12. Globalization.

13. A flap of a butterfly's wing in Madagascar can set off a chain of events that could result in a hurricane in Florida. 'Babel' captures the theme equivalent of this theory. Explain how this theory relates to your life.

Discuss the intercultural issues depicted in David Cronenberg 2005 film Crash
General questions for evaluating a film

1. What is the film about?

2. What genre is the film? (a drama, a historical drama, a comedy, a thriller, or a documentary?

3. What is the message of the film?

4. Whose point of view is shown in the film?

5. Who are the actors?

6. How would you describe the language used in the film and the actors’ way of speaking?

7. How did you feel watching the film?

8. Which scenes do you find most memorable?

9. What do you think about the ending of the film?

10. How would you rate the film?

Questions for evaluating the intercultural aspects of a film

1. What cultural aspects, values, attitudes and behaviours of the cultures are shown?

2. Do you think the conflicts in the film could also occur in your community?

3. What are the conflicts about? How does the conflict evolve? Is it resolved?

4. Could the conflict have been avoided or resolved differently?

5. To which characters do you relate most? Why?

6. Do you understand the motives of all people involved, even if you do not sympathize with them?

7. Are characters portrayed as stereotypes, or as real – life people?

8. How was the film received by the ethnic group or minority portrayed in the film?

9. Would you recommend the film to others to learn about the particular intercultural aspects or conflict?

Adapted from Roel, C. (2010). Intercultural training with films. English Teaching FORUM, 2, 2 - 16.

