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Supplementary 6

FEATURES OF ESP COURSES
Considering the characteristics of ESP courses, Carver (1983) states that there are three characteristics common to ESP courses:

1)  authentic materials – the use of authentic learning materials is possible if we accept the claim that ESP courses should be offered at an intermediate or advanced level. The use of such materials, modified by teachers or unmodified, is common in ESP, especially in self- directed studies or research tasks. The students are usually encouraged to conduct research using a variety of different resources including the Internet;

2)  purpose-related orientation – refers to the simulation of communicative tasks required by the target  situation.  The  teacher  can  give  students  different  tasks  -  to  simulate conference  presentations,  involving  the  preparation  of  papers,  reading,  note-taking  and writing. 
3)  self-direction – means that ESP is concerned with turning learners into users. For self – direction, it is necessary that the teacher encourages students to have a certain degree of autonomy – freedom to decide when, what, and how they will study. For high-ability learners it is essential to learn how to access information in a new culture.

(Carver, D. (1983). Some propositions about ESP. The ESP Journal, 2, 131-137.)

