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Supplementary 2

TYPES OF ESP
ESP is traditionally divided into two main areas according to when they take place: 1) English for Academic Purposes (EAP) involving pre-experience, simultaneous/in- service and post-experience courses, and 2) English for Occupational Purposes (EOP) for study in a specific discipline (pre-study,  in-study, and post-study) or as a school subject (independent or integrated). Pre-experience or pre-study course will omit any specific work related to the actual discipline or work as students will not yet have the  needed knowledge of the content; the opportunity for specific or integrated work will be provided during in- service or in-study courses.

Another division of ESP divides EAP and EOP according to discipline or professional area in the following way: 1) EAP involves English for (Academic) Science and Technology (EST),  English  for  (Academic)  Medical  Purposes  (EMP),  English  for  (Academic)  Legal Purposes (ELP), and English for  Management, Finance and Economics; 2) EOP includes English  for  Professional  Purposes  (English  for  Medical  Purposes,  English  for  Business Purposes – EBP) and English for Vocational Purposes (Pre-vocational English and Vocational English); in EAP, EST has been the main area, but EMP and ELP have always had  their place. EOP  refers  to  English  for  professional  purposes  in  administration,  medicine,  law  and business, and vocational purposes for non-professionals in work (language of training for specific trades  or  occupations) or pre-work situations (concerned with finding a job and interview skills).

The classification of ESP courses creates numerous problems by failing to capture fluid  nature  of  the  various  types  of  ESP  teaching  and  the  degree  of  overlap  between “common-core” EAP and EBP and General English - e.g. Business English can be seen as mediating language between the technicalities of particular business and the language of the general  public,  which  puts  it  in  a  position  between  English  for  General Purposes (EGP) and specialist English. 

