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Supplementary 1

WHAT IS ESP?
As with most disciplines in human activity, ESP was a phenomenon grown out of a number  of  converging  trends  of  which  we  will  mention  three  most  important:  1)  the expansion of demand for English to suit specific needs of a profession, 2) developments in the filed of linguistics (attention shifted from defining formal language features to discovering the ways in which language is used in real communication, causing the need for the development of English courses for specific group of learners), and 3) educational psychology (learner’s needs and interests have an influence on their motivation and effectiveness of their learning).

Definitions of ESP in the literature are relatively late in time, if we assume that ESP began in the 1960s. Hutchinson and Waters (1987) define ESP as an approach rather than a product – meaning that ESP does not involve a particular kind of language, teaching material or methodology. The basic question of ESP is: Why does this learner need to learn a foreign language? The purpose of learning English became the core.

Strevens’  (1988)  definition  of  ESP  makes  a  distinction  between  1)  absolute characteristics (language teaching is designed to meet specified needs of the learner; related in  content  to  particular  disciplines,  occupation  and  activities;  centred  on  the  language appropriate to those activities in syntax, text, discourse, semantics, etc., and analysis of the discourse; designed in contrast with General English) and  2) two variable characteristics
(ESP may be restricted to the language skills to be learned, e.g. reading; and not taught according to any pre-ordained methodology).

Robinson’s (1991: 3) definition of ESP is based on two criteria: 1) ESP is normally

‘goal-directed’, and 2) ESP courses develop from a needs analysis which aim to specify what exactly it is that students have to do through the medium of English, and a number of characteristics which explain that ESP courses are generally constrained by a limited time period in which their objectives have to be achieved and are taught to adults in homogenous classes in terms of the work or specialist studies that the students are involved in.

Each of these definitions have validity but also weaknesses. Considering Hutchinson and Water’s definition, it is not clear where ESP courses end and General English courses begin because numerous non-specialist ESP instructors use ESP approach as their syllabi are based on analysis of learner needs and their own specialist personal knowledge of English for real communication. However, ESP is based on the idea of a common-core of language and skills belonging to all academic disciplines or cutting across the whole activity of business. ESP teaching should always reflect the underlying concepts and  activities of the discipline. 

Dudley-Evans and St John (1998) modified Strevens’ definition of ESP

1. Absolute characteristics: a) ESP is designed to meet specific needs of the learner; b) ESP makes use of the underlying methodology and activities of the disciplines it serves; and c) ESP is centred on the language (grammar, lexis, register), skills, discourse and genres appropriate to these activities.

2.  Variable  characteristics:  a)  ESP  may  be  related  or  designed  for  specific disciplines; b) ESP may use, in specific teaching situations, a different methodology from that of general English; c) ESP is likely to be designed for adult learners, either at a tertiary level institution or in a professional work situation; it could be used for learners at secondary school level; d) ESP is generally designed for intermediate or advanced learners; and e) Most ESP courses assume basic knowledge of the language system, but it can be used with beginners.

