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Definitions of ESP
Hutchinson and Waters (1987) see ESP as an approach rather than a product, by which they mean that ESP does not involve a particular kind of language, teaching material or methodology. The foundation of ESP is the simple question: Why does this learner need to learn a foreign language? Purposes of learning language are the starting points which determine the language to be taught.

Strevens’ (1988) definition of ESP makes a distinction between 4 absolute characteristics: ESP consists of ELT which is designed to meet specific needs of the learner; related in content that is in its themes and topics to particular disciplines, occupations and activities; centred on language appropriate to those activities in syntax, lexis, discourse, semantics and so on, and analysis of the discourse; in contrast with “general English” and two variable characteristics: ESP may be restricted as to learning skills to be learned (for example reading only); may not be taught according to any pre-ordained methodology.

Robinson (1991) also accepts the primacy of needs analysis in defining ESP. Her key criteria are that ESP is normally goal-oriented and ESP courses develop from needs analysis which aims to specify as closely as possible what exactly it is that students have to do through the medium of English.

T. Dudley – Evans and M. J. ST John (1998) claim that the definition of ESP should reflect the fact that much ESP teaching makes use of a methodology that differs from that used in general Purpose English teaching.

Absolute characteristics:

1. ESP is designed to meet specific needs of the learner;

2. ESP makes use of the underlying methodology and activities of the disciplines it serves;

3. ESP is centred on the language (grammar, lexis, register), skills, discourse and genres appropriate to these activities.

Variable characteristics:

1. ESP may be related to or designed for specific disciplines;

2. ESP may use, in specific teaching situations, a different methodology from that of general English.

3. ESP is likely to be designed for adult learners, either at a tertiary level situation or in a professional work situation. It could, however, be used for learners at secondary school level;

4. ESP is generally designed for intermediate or advanced students. Most ESP courses assume basic knowledge of a language system, but it can be used with beginners.

