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A learning – centred approach to a syllabus design

· What do you think a fully learner – centred course would be like? 

· Learning – centred approach to course design is complex and time – consuming. Do you think it is worth the trouble for the vocational school setting? Why?

Read the basic principles of language learning, which underpinned learner - cantered approach: 
· Second language learning is a developmental process. The learner's existing state of knowledge is, therefore, a vital element in the success or failure of learning, and the teacher needs to try to explore what learners already know. 

· Language learning is an active process. It is not enough for learners just to have the necessary knowledge to make things meaningful; they also must use that knowledge. 

· Language learning is a decision making process. In the traditional classroom the teacher makes all the decisions. Indeed this is essential for the teacher to do so in order to avoid all possibilities or error. But the process of developing and using a network of knowledge relies upon learners’ decisions: What knowledge is new? How does it relate to the existing knowledge? What is the underlying pattern? Is there a rule of appropriateness here? 

· Language learning is not just a matter of linguistic knowledge. The most fundamental problem of second language learning is the mismatch between the learner's conceptual/cognitive capacities and the learner's linguistic level.

· Language learning is not the learner's first experience with language. They do not know the specific forms, words or possibly some concepts of the target language, but they know what communication is and how it is used.

· Learning is an emotional experience. We need to value attitude as much as aptitude and ability, to make 'interest', 'fun', 'variety' in materials and methodology rather than just added extras.

· Language learning to a large extent is incidental. One doesn't have to work with language problems in order to learn language. One can learn a language incidentally while thinking about something else.

· Language learning is not systematic. We learn by systematization of knowledge, but the process itself is not systematic. Ordering information in a systematic way will not guarantee learning. The learner must create an internal system.

 Source: Hutchinson, T., Waters, A. (2004) English for Specific Purposes. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 128-130.
