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Syllabus design

· Read the  hints in preparing a practical language teaching syllabus for a vocational school setting and evaluate your syllabus according to the suggested guidelines: 
1. Determine, what outcomes are expected for the students in a vocational school setting. Define what the students should be able to do as a result of the instruction. Is it realistic?

2. Rank the syllabus types (PH 2.7) as to their likelihood of leading to the outcomes desired. Several rankings may be necessary if outcomes are complex: strengths, and weaknesses of individual syllabi. 

3. Evaluate available resources in expertise (for teaching, needs analysis, materials choice and production, etc.), in materials, and in training for teachers. 

4. Rank the syllabi relative to available resources. That is, determine what syllabus types would be the easiest to implement given available resources. 

5. Make few adjustments to the earlier list as possible, produce a new ranking based on the resources' constraints. 

6. Repeat the process, taking into account the constraints contributed by teacher and student factors described earlier. 

7. Determine a final ranking, taking into account all the information produced by the earlier steps. 

8. Designate one or two syllabus types as dominant and one or two as secondary. 

9. Review the question of the combination or integration of syllabus types and determine how combinations will be achieved and in what proportion for the setting of a vocational school. 

Reilly, T. Approaches to foreign language syllabus design. ERIC Clearinghouse on Languages and Linguistics Washington DC. , also available at  http://www.ericdigests.org/pre-928/design.htm
