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Multifunctional purpose of the syllabus

Read the main assumptions about the multi – functional purpose of the syllabus and discuss how they are relevant to your understanding of a syllabus in the context of a vocation school setting:
· The evaluation syllabus It states what the successful learner will know by the end of the course. It puts on record the basis on which success or failure will be evaluated.
· the organizational syllabus

It implies an implicit statement about the nature of language and learning and it states the order in which it is to be learnt. It considers factors which depend upon a view of how people learn: what is more easily learnt, what is more fundamental to learning, if some items are needed in order to learn other items, what is more useful in the classroom.

· the material syllabus

The statement of what is to be learnt with some indication of the order in which the items should be learnt. In writing materials, the author adds more assumptions about the nature of language, language learning and language use. The author decides the context in which the language will appear, integration of skills, and the degree of revision.

· the teacher syllabus 

The teacher can influence the clarity, intensity and frequency of any item, and therefore affect the image that the learners receive.

· the classroom syllabus

We can use the lesson as a communicative event, which is created by the interaction of a number of forces. It has analogy of a journey. The lesson plan is like a planned route and can be affected by all sorts of conditions along the way – the unexpected traffic jams, the slow – moving vehicle that you get stuck behind, the diversion because of road works, the new one - way system you can get lost in. In the classroom, the conditions that might affect the nature of planned lessons are: hot weather, administrative demands, and interruptions; learners might be tired after a long day, excitable after an incident in the break. 'The classroom is not simply a neutral channel for the passage of information from teacher to learner. It is a dynamic, interactive environment, which affects the nature both of what is taught and what is learnt. 

Breen, M. (1984). 'Process syllabus for the language classroom' in Brumfit, C.J. (Ed.). General English Syllabus Design, ELT Documents 118, Pergamon

'A syllabus is a statement of an ideal.' How far would you agree with this? What implications does it have for the use of the syllabus?

 Source: Hutchinson, T., Waters, A. (2004) English for Specific Purposes. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 84  – 85
· A syllabus is a model ​ –   a statement of an ideal. A syllabus is not therefore, a statement of what will be learned. A syllabus can never be more than a statement of a teaching ideal. 

· Syllabus cannot express the intangible factors that are so crucial to learning: emotions, personalities, subjective views, motivation.

· A syllabus cannot take into account individual differences. Just as it is a statement of the ideal in language terms, it also implicitly defines the ideal learner.

· The role of the syllabus is a complex one, but it clearly satisfies a lot of needs. We need to be aware of the different roles that the syllabus plays, so that it can be used more appropriately. 

