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The reasons for having a syllabus

· List the reasons for having and not having a syllabus in a vocational school. 

· Think about the acknowledged and hidden reasons of having syllabus.
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Read the acknowledged reasons for having a syllabus as offered by Hutchinson, T, and Waters, A. (2004) and compare these with your answers.
Source: Hutchinson, T. & Waters, A. (2004) English for Specific Purposes. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 83 - 84

· Language is a complex way of breaking down the complex into manageable units. The syllabus thus provides a practical basis for the division of assessments, textbooks and learning time.

· In addition to its practical benefits, a syllabus also gives moral support to the teacher and learner, in that it makes the language learning task manageable.

· A syllabus has a cosmetic role. Syllabus shows that some thought and planning has gone into the development of the course.

· The syllabus can be seen as a statement of projected routes, so that the teacher and learner, do not only have an idea of where they are going, but how they might get there.

· A syllabus is an implicit statement of views on the nature of language and learning. A syllabus is expressed in terms of what is taken to be the most important aspect of language learning.

· A syllabus provides a set of criteria for materials selection and /or writing. 
· A syllabus is one way in which standardization is achieved.

· If teaching is intended to lead a learner to a particular state of knowledge there need to be criteria against which success or failure in reaching that state will be assessed. A syllabus provides a visible basis for testing.

· We need to break down the language into manageable units.

· A syllabus gives moral support to the teacher and learner and makes the language teaching manageable.

· The metaphor of syllabus as a projected route where to go and what to reach; what is to be learned and why it is to be learned.

· A syllabus provides a set of criteria for material selection; it defines the kinds of texts to look for, the items to focus on.

· It offers uniformity as a necessary condition of any institutionalized activity. The way to achieve standardization.

· Offers a set of criteria against which success or failure will be assessed.

· Syllabus constitutes an approximate statement of what will be taught. A syllabus is a statement of a teaching ideal.

· Syllabus cannot express the intangible factors that are crucial to learning: emotions, personalities, subjective views, motivation.  

