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General understanding about ESP in the context of syllabus design

Participant’s  handout 2.1 
Read the basic characteristics of ESP that you need to consider before considering syllabus design for the vocation school setting.

The description specifies three absolute characteristics and characteristics which are always present. 

· Which of the 'variable characteristics' were/will be present or absent?

· What background knowledge do you already have that helps or could help you in doing this task?

Absolute characteristics

ESP is designed to meet specific needs of the learner;

ESP makes use of the underlying methodology and the activities of the discipline it serves;

ESP is centred on the language (grammar, lexis, and register), skills, discourse and genres appropriate to these activities.

Variable characteristics

ESP may be related to or designed for specific disciplines;

ESP may use, in specific teaching situations, a different methodology from that of general English;

ESP is likely to be designed for adult learners, either at a tertiary level institution or in a professional work situation;

ESP is generally designed for intermediate or advanced students. Most ESP courses assume basic knowledge of the language system, but it can be used with beginners.

Source: Dudley - Evans, T. &   St. John, M. J.  (1998).  Developments in English for Specific Purposes. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

