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Lesson planning.

Participant’s  handout 8
Types of a lesson
Read about the typical lesson types: 

Logical line
In this lesson there is a clear attempt to follow a 'logical'  line  from one activity to the next. Activity A leads to activity B leads to activity C. Activity C builds on what has been done in activity B, which itself builds on what has been done in activity A.
In work on grammar, for example, the sequence of activities might be: A- first we understand an item of language; B-we practice it orally in drills; C-we get practice using it in more unrestricted, integrated speaking work; D - we do some written exercises to consolidate our understanding.
In work on language skills, the sequence of activities often moves from an overview towards work on specific details. For example, the learners move gradually from a general understanding of a reading text to detailed comprehension and study of items within it.
There is probably one clear overall objective to the whole lesson. The teacher has predicted possible problems and difficulties and has prepared ways to deal with them when they come up in class.
The teacher is hoping to lead the learners step by step through a clearly programmed sequence of activities in the hope of them all reaching a specific, pre-determined end point. I imagine the class going down a long, straight road, led by the teacher, who takes care that any stragglers catch up and that any wanderers find the right path again.
Jungle path
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The 'logical line' and 'topic umbrella' lessons both involve the teacher pre-planning a sequence of activities; the teacher usually feels able to predict what language areas will be worked on, what problems are likely to arise and what the students are likely to achieve in the lesson.
An alternative approach would be not to predict and prepare so much but to create the lesson moment by moment in class, the teacher and learners working with whatever is happening in the room, responding to questions, problems and options as they come up and finding new activities, materials and tasks in response to particular situations. The starting point might be an activity or a piece of material, but what comes out of it will remain unknown until it happens. The essential difference between this lesson and the previous lesson types is that the teacher is working more with the people in the room than with her material or her plan.
Topic umbrella
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 In this kind of lesson, a topic (e. g., rain forests or education or weather or good management) provides the main  focal point for student, work. The teacher might include a variety of separate activities (e. g., on vocabulary, speaking, listening, grammar, etc.) linked only by the fact that the umbrella topic remains the same.
The activities can often be done in a variety of orders without changing the overall success of the lesson. In some cases activities may be linked; for example, when the discussion in one activity uses vocabulary studied in a preceding activity.
There may be a number of related or disparate aims in this lesson, rather than a single main objective.
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Rag –bag 

This lesson is made up of a number of unconnected activities. For example: a chat at the start of the lesson, followed by a vocabulary game, a pairwork speaking activity and a song. The variety in a lesson of this kind may often be appealing to students and teacher. There can, however, be a 'bittiness' about this approach that makes it unsatisfactory for long-term usage.
There will be no overall language objective for the lesson (though there might be a 'group-building' aim). Each separate activity might have its own aims.

	LESSON TYPE
	NATURE OF LINK BETWEEN ACTIVITIES
	SOME OUTCOMES OF EFFECTIVE USE
	SOME OUTCOMES OF INEPT OR LAZY USE



	Logical line
	· Straight line

· Programmed growth
	· Clearly visible  progress
· Focuses towards
       an aim

	· Limited response to
       individual needs
· Hard to
       see the overview

	Topic
umbrella
	Topic
	· Variety
· Framework for
        learning
	· Tenuous links to
        boring topics
· Easily becomes  rag-bag

	Jungle path
	Evolutionary
	· Person-centred manner
· Responsive to
     immediate needs
· Powerful personal
     insights
	· Muddled
· Aimless
· An escape from
      planning and preparation
· Easily becomes  rag-bag

	Rag-bag
	None
	· Variety
· Surprise
· Entertainment
	· Going nowhere
· Students wait for
     teacher's next surprise
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